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BOROUGH  OF  DENBIGH 


ANNUAL 

HEALTH  REPORT 
1 960 


M edical  Off  icer  of  Health : 

Dr.  M.  Jones  Roberts,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

The  Clinic,  Middle  Lane, 

Denbigh. 

Telephone:  Denbigh  289. 

Public  Health  Inspector : 

Trevor  H.  Aldrich,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H., 

Council  Offices,  Whitehall, 

Denbigh. 

Telephone:  Denbigh  471. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Denbigh 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Health  Report  for  the 
year  1960. 

The  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Mayor, 
the  Chairmen  of  the  various  Committees  and  Members  of  the  Council 
for  the  assistance  we  have  received  during  the  year.  We  also  thank 
the  Officials  and  Members  of  the  staff  for  their  ready  assistance  at 
all  times. 


Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


THE  MAYOR  AND  CHAIRMEN  OF  VARIOUS  COMMITTEES 
DURING  THE  YEAR  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 

Mayor  of  the  Borough : 

January  to  May,  1960 — Alderman  R.  Freeman  Evans. 

June  to  December,  1960 — Alderman  M.  J.  Tudor. 

Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee : 

January  to  May,  1960 — Clr.  E.  M.  Evans. 

June  to  December,  1960 — Clr.  E.  M.  Evans. 

Chairmen  of  the  Housing  Committee : 

January  to  May,  1960 — Clr.  I.  L.  Watkins. 

June  to  December,  1960 — Clr.  J.  D.  Williams. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  (mid  1960)  ,7,970 

Area  of  Borough  9,073  acres 

Rateable  Value  (1/4/60)  £79,353 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £308/17/2 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  was 
7,970,  the  same  as  in  1959. 


Deaths 


Comparability  Factor  0-55 


Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

England  and 
Wales, 

1960  1959 

11-5  16.56 

1960 

21-83 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1,000  popula- 
tion)   



8-28 

12-00 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

0-50 

19-60 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  live  and 
still-births)  

19-7 

35-71 

27-62 

Maternal  mortality  rate  

0-39 

NIL 

9-52 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live 
births)  

21-7 

37-04 

19-60 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births)  

: 

38-83 

20-61 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  illegiti- 
mate live  births)  



NIL 

NIL 

Neo-Natal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live 
births)  first  four  weeks  

15-6 

18-52 

19-60 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths 
under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live 
births)  

19-60 

Peri-Natal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  ... 

19-60 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred 
during  the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  1959  is 
shown  in  the  first  column  for  comparison. 


1959  1960 

Total  Total  Males  Females 


Poliomyelitis  

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  

— 

2 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis — Other 

1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

1 

1 

— 

1 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  diseases — Stomach  

3 

6 

4 

2 

Lungs,  bronchus 

1 

5 

5 

— 

Breast  

> — 

2 

— 

2 

Uterus  

1 

— 

— 

— 

Other  

8 

9 

2 

7 

Total  Cancer  deaths  

13 

21 

11 

1 

Leukaemia  

1 





- 

Diabetes  

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

17 

28 

11 

17 

Coronary  diseases  

21 

23 

13 

40 

Hypertension  with  heart  diseases  

5 

3 

— 

3 

Other  heart  diseases  

16 

19 

8 

41 

Other  circulatory  diseases  

2 

7 

2 

5 

Influenza  







, 

Pneumonia  

•22- 

21 

8 

43 

Bronchitis  

7 

6 

4 

2 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

2 

2 

2 

— 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

1 

1 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

1 

— 

— 

. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

■ — 

1 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— 

2 

2 

— 

Maternal  causes  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  malformations  

3 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

16 

21 

12 

9 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

— 

— 

All  other  accidents  

1 

9 

1 

8 

Suicide  

1 

2 

2 

r 

Homicide  

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes  

132 

174 

79 

95 
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The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  age  groups : 


Total  M ales  F emales 


Under  1 year  

1 

1 

— 

1-10  years  

— 

— 

— 

10-20  years  

1 

— 

1 

20  - 30  years  

1 

1 

' — 

30  - 40  years  

— 

— 

— 

40  - 50  years  

7 

6 

1 

50  - 60  years  

22 

12 

10 

60-70  years  

36 

15 

21 

70-  80  years  

65 

25 

40 

80  - 90  years  

38 

19 

-19 

90  years  and  over  

3 

— 

3 

Total  

174 

79 

95 

There  were  174  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  132  the 
previous  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  12-00  compared  with  8-28  in 
1959.  Of  these  deaths,  142  occurred  in  persons  aged  60  years  and 
over. 

Of  the  174  deaths,  80  (35  Males  and  45  Females)  died  at  the 
North  Wales  Counties  Hospital. 

Two  deaths  were  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  compared  with 
NIL  in  1959. 

Deaths  from  pneumonia  totalled  21  compared  with  22  the  previous 
year,  but  there  were  no  deaths  from  influenza. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  svphilitic  disease  compared  with  one 
in  1959. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  any  other  infectious  disease. 

Deaths  from  cancer  totalled  21  compared  with  13  the  previous 
year.  Of  these,  5 were  due  to  cancer  of  the  lung  compared  with  1 in 
1959. 

Perhaps  one  should  again  draw  your  attention  and  that  of  the  general 
public  to  the  connection  between  lung  cancer  and  smoking.  Cigarette 
smoking  has  a significant  effect  in  impairing  the  function  of  the  lungs 
and  there  is  little  doubt  that  it  is  one  of  the  chief  factors  in  the  cause 
of  lung  cancer.  The  death  rate  from  lung  cancer  is  increasing 
continually  throughout  the  country  and  it  is  significant  that  there 
are  more  smokers  amongst  lung  cancer  patients  than  amongst  other 
patients.  The  mortality  rises  with  the  number  of  cigarettes  smoked. 

Deaths  from  vascular  lesions,  lesions  of  the  heart  and  lesions  of 
the  circulatory  system  totalled  80  compared  with  61  the  previous 
year.  Of  these,  23  were  due  to  coronary  diseases  compared  with  21 
in  1959. 

There  were  2 suicidal  deaths,  the  same  as  in  1959. 
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Deaths  from  accidents  totalled  9 compared  with  1 the  previous- 
year.  Seven  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  hospital,  4 of  which  were  due 
to  bronchopneumonia  following  enforced  recumbancy  due  to  fractures. 

One  person  died  at  home  following  enforced  recumbency  due  to 
fracture  of  the  femur  sustained  in  a fall  to  the  floor. 

One  was  caused  by  carbon  monoxide  poisoning  due  to  inhalation 
of  coal  gas  which  had  escaped  from  a defective  pipe  connected  to 
a gas  fire. 

Here  again,  I would  draw  attention  to  the  dangers  of  accidents 
in  the  home.  As  one  gets  older  there  is  loss  of  vision,  the  brain  slows 
down  and  often  the  balance  is  disturbed.  Everything  should  be  done 
to  ease  the  lot  of  the  aged — the  stairs  and  steps  should  be  well  lit,  litter 
should  not  be  left  about  and  long  cords  connecting  lamps,  electric 
fires,  etc.,  should  be  avoided.  Floors  should  not  be  slippery  and  mats 
and  carpets  should  be  tacked  down. 

Fires  — gas  and  electric  as  well  as  coal  fires  — should  be  well 
guarded.  Eectric  flexes  should  be  examined  periodically  and  any- 
fraying  of  the  cord  should  be  seen  to.  Gas  taps  and  piping  on  stoves 
and  fires  should  also  be  seen  to  at  frequent  intervals. 

The  attention  of  the  general  public  should  be  drawn  to  these  points. 
Still-Births 

The  Still-Birth  Bate  (per  1,000  live  and  still-births)  was  27-62 
compared  with  35-71  for  1959  and  19-7  for  England  and  Wales.  The 
actual  number  of  still-births  was  3 compared  with  4 the  previous 
year. 

Infant  Deaths 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  19-60  compared  with  37-04  for 
1959  and  21-7  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  infant 
deaths  was  2 compared  with  4 the  previous  year. 

One  death  was  in  a male  child  aged  2 days  and  occurred  in  hospital. 
The  cause  of  death  was  Prematurity  and  death  appears  to  have  been 
unavoidable. 

The  other  death  actually  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year 
but  was  not  registered  until  the  beginning  of  1960. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  has  been  NIL  in  the  Borough  for 
5 years,  but  this  year  the  rate  has  gone  up  to  9-52  compared  with 
0-39  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  maternal  deaths 
was  1 and  this  appears  to  have  been  unavoidable. 
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BIRTHS 


Comparability  Factor  1-24 

Actual  number  of  births  registered  ...  161  (80  Males  and  81  Females). 
Number  of  births  relating  to  residents. .102  (59  Males  and  43  Females). 

There  is  a Maternity  Unit  at  die  Denbigh  Infirmary  and  mothers 
come  here  for  their  confinement  from  the  surrounding  areas.  Some 
mothers  are  admitted  to  hospitals  outside  the  area  for  confinement. 

The  births  were  classified  as  follows : 


Males  Females 

Total 

Legitimate  56 

41 

97 

Illegitimate  3 

2 

5 

England  and 

Wales , 

1960 

1959 

1960 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population) 
Corrected  birth  rate  (per  1,000  popula- 

17-1 

13-55 

12-79 

tion)  

— ■ 

16-80 

15-85 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total 

live  births  

— 

4-63 

4-90 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
diseases  notified  during  1960,  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups. 
The  number  of  cases  notified  during  1959  is  given  in  the  first  column 
for  comparison. 


Measles  3 13  — 5 8»  ■ — — — — — 

Pneumonia  — - 1 — — — — 1 — — — 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  7 7 — — 1 — 1 4 1 — 

Non-Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis  1 2 — 1 1 — — 1 — — — 

Total  14  24  — 7 10  — 2 4 1 — 


The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (including  tuber- 
culosis) notified  during  the  year  was  24  compared  with  14  cases  in 
1959.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  13  cases  of  measles  were  notified  during  the  year  compared 
with  3 the  previous  year. 

One  case  of  whooping  cough  was  notified  the  same  as  in  1959.  This 
case  occurred  in  an  immunised  child  aged  4 M years  and  was  a very 
mild  case. 

There  was  one  case  of  pneumonia  notified  compared  with  Nil  the 
previous  year.  This  case  occurred  in  a male  aged  26  years. 

No  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  compared  with  one  case  in 
1959. 

Seven  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  two  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified,  compared  with  7 cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1 case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  the 
previous  year.  The  lesions  in  respect  of  the  non-pulmonary  cases  were 
in  the  cervical  glands  and  in  the  bladder. 

Two  other  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  added  to  the 
register  during  the  year,  the  patients  having  come  to  reside  in  the 
Borough  from  other  areas. 

Thirteen  cases  of  tuberculosis  (9  pulmonary  and  4 non-pulmonary) 
were  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year,  4 patients  having 
gone  to  reside  in  other  areas,  4 recovered,  2 died,  and  a change  of 
diagnosis  was  made  in  respect  of  the  3 other  cases. 

Seven  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  admitted  to  hospitals  or  sanatoria 
during  the  year  and  4 cases  were  discharged. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  register  at  the  beginning  and  at  the  end  of  1960. 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonanj 


Number  on  register 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Total 

on  1st  January,  1960 
Number  on  register 

70 

39 

9 

11 

129 

on  1st  December,  1960 

“70 

“39 

“6 

“12 

“127 

“These  figures  include  46  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  (40  Males 
and  6 Females)  and  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (Female) 
at  the  North  Wales  Counties  Hospital,  Denbigh. 

During  the  year,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  made  16  visits  in 
connection  with  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  Disinfection  of  premises 
was  carried  out  when  necessary. 


PREVENTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Injections  have  been  given  to  protect  children  against  diphtheria 
and  whooping  cough  and  the  response  has  been  fairly  good,  but  until 
100%  of  the  children  are  protected,  cases  will  occur.  Following 
publicity  given  to  cases  and  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  other  areas, 
a campaign  was  organised  in  the  County  and  schools  were  visited 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  diphtheria  injections.  Parents’  consent  were 
obtained  and  the  children  were  given  the  injections  at  school.  It 
appears  from  these  returns  that  many  children  had  never  received 
any  injections  at  all,  but  in  quite  a few  cases,  the  parents  had 
forgotten  which  injections  their  children  had  had  during  infancy, 
and  after  the  injections  had  been  given  at  school,  many  parents 
remembered  that  diphtheria  injections  had  already  been  given.  Most 
children  were  also  found  to  have  had  the  booster  injections  at  the 
ages  of  5 and  10  years.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  parents  to  see  that  their 
children  receive  the  injections  without  delay  either  from  their  own 
doctor  or  at  the  clinic. 

Since  April,  1960,  babies  are  being  protected  against  tetanus.  This 
is  given  at  the  same  time  and  is  included  in  the  same  dose  as  diphtheria 
md  whooping  cough  prophylactic. 

The  number  immunised  against  these  diseases  during  the  year  was 
as  follows . 

(a)  Against  diphtheria  only : 

Over  5 years  48 

Booster  injections  314 

(b)  Against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  combined : 

Under  5 years  82 

Over  5 years  5 

(c)  Against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus : 

Under  5 years  35 

Smallpox 

The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : 

Number  of  primary  vaccinations — Under  5 years  ...  102 


Over  5 years  ...  9 

Number  of  re-vaccinations  12 
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Poliomyelitis 


Poliomyelitis  vaccination  has  been  given  throughout  the  year,  and 
in  February,  1960,  people  up  to  the  age  of  40  years  were  included 
in  the  group  who  could  be  given  vaccination  at  the  clinics.  The 
response  in  persons  up  to  26  years  of  age  has  been  good  but  is  by 
no  means  100%.  The  attendances  in  the  “ 26  - 40  ” group  has  been 
disappointing  except  in  cases  where  mothers  attend  the  clinics  with 
their  children. 

Persons  aged  40  years  and  over  may  attend  their  own  doctor  for 
the  injections  as  this  is  given  under  the  National  Health  Service 
and  has  not  been  made  the  responsibility  of  the  Local  Authority. 

Evening  sessions  are  arranged  for  adults,  but  these  were  cancelled 
during  the  winter  mondis  owing  to  the  fact  that  only  a few  persons 
attended  and  also  there  was  risk  of  inclement  weather.  Evening 
sessions  will  be  resumed  again  about  March  - April,  1961,  if  there 
is  a demand  for  this. 

The  number  of  persons  who  were  vaccinated  against  this  disease 
during  the  year  was  as  follows : 


Under  1 year  ..,  70 

1-4  years  49 

5-14  years  42 

15  - 25  years  56 

26  - 40  years  300 


Total  517 


Number  of  booster  injections  given  1,183 


Tuberculosis 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  medical  staff  were  concerned  with  the 
diphtheria  preventive  campaign  and  poliomyelitis  vaccination,  it  was 
not  possible  to  arrange  visits  to  schools  to  give  B.C.G.  vaccination. 
It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  arrange  for  this  to  be  given 
in  the  near  future  to  children  of  13  years  of  age  and  over  attending 
Secondary  Schools.  As  many  young  people  are  prone  to  tuberculosis, 
it  is  hoped  that  all  parents  will  take  advantage  of  this  service  and 
give  their  consent  for  their  children  to  be  vaccinated. 
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Mass  Radiography  Unit 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who  attended 
at  the  Unit  for  X-ray  examination  during  the  year  and  include  persons 
from  Ruthin  and  Aled  Rural  Districts. 


Number  examined  624 

Number  of  visits  14 

Average  attendance  per  visit  43 

The  type  of  examinee  was  as  follows : 

General  population  volunteers  410 

General  Practitioner  referrals  .11 

National  Service  Recruits  — 

Civil  Servants  and  Local  Government  Officers  59 

Teachers  35 

Schoolchildren  40 

Students  7 

Contacts  10 

Hospital  Staff — General  18 

Mental  19 

Factory  Groups  15 


Total  624 


During  the  year,  the  Unit  was  moved  from  the  Denbigh  Infirmary 
to  a location  near  the  County  Hall.  This  has  resulted  in  some 
improvement  in  the  attendance  figures,  but  the  average  attendance 
per  visit  leaves  much  to  be  desired.  It  is  advisable  for  people  to 
attend  for  X-ray  examination  every  1 - 2 years  and  especially  following 
an  attack  of  influenza,  bronchitis,  etc.  Also,  if  a person  is  a heavy 
smoker,  X-ray  examination  is  essential  in  order  to  diagnose  cancer 
of  the  lung  in  its  early  stages. 

IMMUNISATION  SCHEDULE  USED  IN  THE  COUNTY 

The  ages  at  which  we  aim  to  give  the  various  injections  at  the 
County  Clinics  are  as  follows : 

Smallpox  Vaccination — at  2-3  months.  Re-vaccination  should  be 
carried  out  at  about  8-9  years. 

Triple  Antigen  ( Diphtheria , whooping  cough  and  tetanus ) — at  3,  4 
and  5 months  with  a booster  dose  at  18  months.  A further 
booster  injection  against  diphtheria  and  tetanus  is  given  on  entry 
to  school.  Another  booster  dose  against  diphtheria  is  given  at 
the  age  of  9 - 10  years. 
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Poliomyelitis  Vaccination — at  6 and  7 months  with  a booster  injection 
after  an  interval  of  6-7  months.  A further  injection  may  be 
necessary  later,  but  at  the  moment  no  arrangements  are  being 
made  for  this* 

B.C.G.  Vaccination — at  13  + years.  Contacts  who  are  examined  at 
the  Chest  Clinics  are  given  B.C.G.  Vaccination  as  and  when 
necessary. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED 

There  was  no  need  to  take  action  under  Section  47  of  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  during  the  year.  The  Health  Visitors  supervised 
cases  who  were  in  need  of  care  and  attention  and  everything  possible 
was  done  to  help  them  at  home. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  Section  50. 

There  were  no  burials  under  this  section  of  the  Act. 


HOUSING -SLUM  CLEARANCE 

Continued  progress  can  be  reported  in  dealing  with  the  Slum 
Clearance  Scheme.  Six  bungalows  were  completed  at  Myddleton 
Avenue  for  old  people.  Use  of  the  transfer  system  enabled  the  Council 
to  rehouse  Slum  Clearance  families  into  the  larger  houses  vacated 
by  elderly  people  who  became  tenants  of  the  bungalows.  The 
completion  of  fifteen  houses  in  Henllan  Street  also  enabled  the  Council 
to  deal  with  an  effective  number  of  slum  houses. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

The  interest  shown  by  house  owners  in  the  modernisation  of  their 
houses  with  grant  aid  continued.  Eighteen  applications  were  received 
by  the  Council  during  1960  and  were  approved.  A large  number  ot 
properties  were  inspected  and  the  owners  advised  on  the  Improve- 
ment Grant  procedure  and  applications  for  grant  aid  in  respect  of 
the  remainder  are  expected  in  1961. 

Detailed  inspection  of  the  properties  subject  to  application  for 
grant  aid  is  carried  out  and  full  reports  on  such  properties  are  made 
to  the  Council.  Inspections  are  made  of  the  work  in  progress  to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  specifications  approved  by  the  Council. 
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The  continued  interest  in  Improvement  Grants  is  very  satisfactory, 
however,  when  it  is  realised  that  there  are  approximately  four 
hundred  old  type  houses  in  the  town  which  still  possess  only  the 
most  primitive  facilities,  it  is  obvious  that  only  the  fringe  of  the 
problem  is  being  touched. 

No  real  progress  will  be  made  until  Local  Authorities  have  the 
power  to  require  owners  to  modernise  this  type  of  dwelling,  most  of 
which,  properly  altered  and  improved  would  have  many  years’  useful 
life  before  them. 

All  applications  and  enquiries  relating  to  Improvement  Grants  are 
dealt  with  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  comprises  the  following 


businesses,  etc : 

Shops  72 

Bakehouses  6 

Public  Houses  17 

Cafes  7 

School  canteens  6 

Other  canteens  2 

Sausage  manufacturers  10 

Registered  dairies  1 

Slaughterhouses  4 


Total  125 


717  visits  were  made  to  the  above  premises  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  during  the  year. 


The  following  food  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption 
and  was  destroyed  by  burial  at  the  Council  Tip  after  surrender  by 
shopkeepers  : 


Ham  

Corned  Beef 

Henogg  

Fruit  

Fruit  Juice 

Milk  

Cream  

Soup  


OOldbs. 

121bs. 

281bs. 

83lbs  5ozs. 
71bs.  6ozs. 
23/2Pts. 
12ozs. 

51bs. 


Beans  Gibs. 

Tomatoes  171bs.  4ozs. 

Tomato  Juice  21bs.  loz. 

Peas  211bs.  3ozs. 

Carrots  lib.  3ozs. 

Salmon  lib. 

Spaghetti  lOozs. 


13 


FOOD  SAMPLING 


This  is  carried  out  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  by  the  County 
Council’s  Chief  Inspector.  I would  thank  Mr.  Thos.  H.  Evans  for 
permission  to  include  the  following  table: 


Article 

No. 

Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine, 
or 

Substandard 

Milk  

10 

8 

2 

Butter  

1 

1 

— 

Margarine  

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

2 

2 

— 

Honey  

1 

1 

— 

Sausages  

1 

1 

— 

Powdered  Borax  

1 

1 

— 

Cod  Liver  Oil  

1 

1 

— 

Olive  Oil  

1 

1 

— 

Amm.  Tine,  of  Quinine  ... 

1 

1 

— 

TOTALS  

20 

18 

2 

Of  the  ten  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year,  two  of  them  were 
certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  deficient  in  fat.  In  one  case 
the  deficiency  was  quite  small  and  was  dealt  with  by  visiting  the 
farm  and  taking  a series  of  informal  samples  from  the  cows  until 
the  cause  was  traced  and  rectified.  The  other  instance  was  one  of 
a bottle  of  milk  bought  in  a shop  in  Denbigh  in  which  the  fat 
deficiency  was  quite  high.  This  milk  was  traced  back  and  sampled 
on  delivery  at  the  dairy  where  it  was  bottled  and  at  the  farm  where 
it  was  produced.  As  the  deficiency  was  still  in  evidence  “ Appeal  to 
Cows  ” samples  were  taken  from  which  it  was  found  that  the  cows 
were  giving  milk  of  very  poor  quality.  When  this  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  farmer  he  took  immediate  steps  to  eradicate  the  trouble 
and  subsequent  samples  of  his  milk  have  been  found  to  be  up  to 
the  required  standard. 

J'V'  ‘ . , . 

ICE  CREAM 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  ...  31 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice 

cream  1 

No  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 


The  four  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  were  regularly 
visited  for  inspection  of  meat.  Postmortem  inspection  only  is  carried 
out.  Every  effort  was  made  to  inspect  all  the  animals  slaughtered 
and  many  visits  were  made  outside  normal  working  hours. 

The  following  are  the  statistics  relating  to  the  animals  slaughtered 
during  the  year : 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

•673 

256 

91 

22-341 

1842 

Number  Inspected  

673 

256 

91 

22-341 

1842 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci  whole 
Carcases  

41 

18 

3 

518 

49 

Carcases  of  which  a 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned. 

NOT 

RECORDED 

% Numbers  affected 
with  diseases  other  than 
T.B.  or  Cysticerci  

6-3% 

7% 

3-3% 

2-3% 

2-9% 

Tuberculosis  of  whole 
Carcases  

NIL 

Parts  of  Carcases  

4 

6 

— 

— 

107 

Percentage 

0-6% 

1-5% 

5-9% 

Cvsticerci  

NIL 

No  horses  were  slaughtered  within  the  area. 


The  Council  gave  considerable  time  and  attention  to  the  considera- 
tion of  private  slaughterhouses  in  connection  with  the  Report  on 
Slaughterhouse  Facilities  and  the  Report  was  duly  approved  and 
published  on  die  5th  August,  1960.  The  first  day  of  October,  1961, 
was  the  date  recommended  to  the  Minister  for  the  “ Appointed  Day  ” 
on  which  the  slaughterhouses  must  comply  with  the  construction 
regulations.  It  is  considered  that  the  existing  slaughterhouses  are 
adequate  to  deal  with  any  likely  increase  in  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  in  the  Borough. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  town  is  supplied  by  the  Denbigh  Water  Company.  The  water 
is  obtainable  from  a bore  hole,  is  hard  and  chlorinated  before  delivery. 
This  is  a very  satisfactory  supply. 

The  following  samples  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year : 

Water  Samples 


No.  of 

Name 

Samples  Result 

Taken 

Bryn  Nefydd,  C.C.  Small  Holdings 

...  1 

Contained  small  no. 
of  Bact.  Coli. 

Denbigh  Water  Co 

2 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Mental  Hospital  

...  2 

(a)  Class  1. 

Satisfactory. 

(b)  Contained  small 

no.  of  Bact.  Coli. 

Henllan  Water  Co 

...  2 

Class  1.  Satisfactory. 

Killford  

...  1 

Satisfactory. 

Lleweni  

...  1 

Satisfactory. 

Meysydd  Brwyn  

...  1 

Satisfactory. 

Foxhall  Private  Supply  

...  1 

Satisfactory. 

The  village  of  Henllan  within  the  Borough  is  supplied  by  a small 
water  undertaking  under  the  control  of  the  Council.  This  supply  is 
both  inadequate  in  quality  and  quantity.  Examination  of  the  water 
at  the  source  shows  a degree  of  bacteriological  contamination.  The 
water  as  supplied  after  filtration  and  chlorination  is  satisfactory.  In 
periods  of  dry  weather,  the  quantity  of  water  collected  diminishes 
considerably  and  careful  economy  is  necessary. 

It  is  estimated  that  2,057  dwellings  are  provided  with  a piped 
supply  of  water  supplied  by  the  Borough  Council  at  Henllan  and  the 
Denbigh  Water  Company  in  the  town  of  Denbigh.  No  standpipes 
are  in  use. 

Private  supplies  are  piped  to  109  dwellings  and  28  dwellings  have 
no  piped  supply.  All  these  dwellings  are  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the 
area  which  are  not  provided  with  water  mains. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  private  supplies  are  periodically  sent 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  individual  wells  or  springs 
used  by  the  remaining  dwellings  are  also  checked  from  time  to  time. 
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Swimming  Baths 


There  are  no  publicly  owned  swimming  baths  within  the  Borough. 
During  the  year  a privately  owned  swimming  bath  was  opened  to 
the  public.  This  is  equipped  with  up  to  date  filtration  and  chlorination 
apparatus  and  works  by  continuous  circulation  of  the  water  through 
the  apparatus.  The  water  for  the  pool  is  obtained  from  the  Denbigh 
Water  Company. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  taken  while  the  pool  was 
in  use  proved  satisfactory. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

Early  in  the  year,  the  Council  considered  a detailed  report  on  the 
Refuse  Collection  Service  administered  by  the  Department.  Following 
this,  considerable  improvement  in  the  service  was  effected  by  the 
purchase  of  a Dennis  Paxit  II  compression  type  vehicle.  This  vehicle 
replaced  the  older  of  the  two  side  loading  vehicles  then  in  use.  It 
has  been  found  possible  to  reduce  the  cost  of  the  refuse  collection 
service  by  economies  in  labour  and  fuel  and  a much  cleaner  service 
is  provided  by  the  rear  loading  vehicle. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Council  decided  to  purchase  a salvage  trailer 
for  the  new  vehicle  and  an  electrically  operated  paper  baling  press. 
The  increase  in  revenue  received  for  salvaged  paper  was  sufficient 
to  cover  the  cost  of  the  trailer  and  press  during  the  first  nine  months 
of  operations. 

Refuse  and  Salvage  are  collected  weekly  from  all  domestic  premises 
other  than  some  of  the  outlying  farms  and  cottages  which  receive 
a fortnightly  service  or  calls  on  request.  Over  2,000  domestic  premises 
are  served. 

Approximately  350  business  premises  receive  considerable  attention. 
The  larger  shops  and  food  premises  are  visited  twice  weekly  and 
other  premises  such  as  schools,  factories  and  hospitals  require  the 
collection  of  large  quantities  of  refuse  weekly.  No  charge  is  made 
for  this  service. 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

This  area  is  served  by  three  Sewerage  Systems  and  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  a brief  comment  on  each  is  given  below  by  Mr.  R.  G. 
Hughes,  the  Borough  Surveyor. 
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(i)  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Eglwyswen 
Statistics  for  year  ending  31st  December,  1960 


Total  quantity  of  crude  sewage  treatment  ...  186,380,000  gallons. 
Average  quantity  treated  per  24  hours  510,000  gallons. 


No.  of  samples  of  final  effluent  forwarded  to  Public  Analyst  ...  11. 

No.  of  samples  of  final  effluent  taken  by  Dee  & Clwyd  River 
(Board  4. 

No.  of  samples  of  final  effluent  of  satisfactory  standard  15. 


The  average  daily  flow  of  crude  sewage  shows  an  increase  on  tire 
previous  year’s  working  due  to  the  heavy  rainfall  although  efforts 
were  continued  to  divert,  where  possible,  surface  and  infiltration  from 
combined  and  foul  water  sewers.  The  analysis  of  the  final  effluent 
continues  to  show  a very  satisfactory  standard  for  discharge  into  a 
water  course. 

Although  the  climatic  conditions  were  against  the  production  of 
low  moisture  content  sludge  on  the  open-air  lagoons  the  demand  for 
the  product  continued  to  be  good. 

(ii)  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Henllan 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  sewerage  system  operated  most 
satisfactory  during  the  year  and  the  standard  of  final  effluent  was 
maintained  at  a very  satisfactory  level. 

(iii)  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  the  Green 

The  small  sewage  disposal  works  operating  on  the  principle  of 
settlement  and  surface  irrigation  has  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  - 1959 

Pressure  of  other  duties  made  it  impossible  to  visit  all  the  factory 
premises  in  the  Borough  on  a routine  bases,  but  every  effort  was  made 
to  visit  as  many  as  possible. 

Minor  contraventions,  where  found,  were  dealt  with  at  the  time 
in  an  informal  manner. 

No  outworkers  are  registered  under  Section  110-  111  of  the  Act. 

IS 


PRESCRIBED  PARTICULARS  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF 
FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Part  I of  the  Act 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written  Occupiers 
notices  prosecuted 
(4)  (5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local 
Authorities!  

6 

6 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Auhtority  . . . 

46 

28 

3 — 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority! 
(excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

4 

4 

Total  

56 

38 

3 — 

fTo  prevent  any  differences  between  the  lists  kept  respectively  by  the 
Local  Authorities  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  of  the  numbers 
of  factories  in  which  sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 of  the  Factories  Act, 
1937  are  enforced  by  Local  Authorities,  it  is  requested  that  Local 
Authorities  should  compare  their  lists  of  factories  with  the  lists  kept 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories. 

|i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  [1]),  Institutions  (Section  104) 
and  sites  of  Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Con- 
struction (Sections  107  and  108). 
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2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered 
at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they 
should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “ cases  ”). 


Number  of  capes  in  which  defects  Number  of 


Particulars 

were  found  cases  in 

which 

Referred  prosecutions 

To  H.M.  By  H.M.  were 
Found  Remedied  Inspector  Inspector  instituted 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(s.i)  — 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  — 

Unreasonable 

z z T z 

temperature  (S.3)  — 

Inadequate  ventila- 
tion (S.4)  — 

— — — — 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6)  ...  — 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  o r 

defective  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  — 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work)  ...  — 

— — 3 — 

Total  — 

— — 5 — 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  — 
(Sections  110  and  111) 

- OUTWORK 

N I L 

20 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Service 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  at  Conway,  and  samples  of  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream  are  sent  there  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Other  types  of  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  there  to 
aid  in  the  diagnosis  of  illness,  e.g.,  food  poisoning,  scarlet  fever, 
meningitis,  etc. 

Ambulance  Service 

This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
at  Wrexham,  but  Denbigh,  Llanrwst  and  Llangernyw  ambulances  are 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ambulance  Sub-Station  at  Colwyn  Bay. 

The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council  and  the 
numbers  refer  to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  ambulances  and  the 
mileage  covered  during  the  year. 


Name  of  Cerrig 

Ambulance  -y  - 

Station  Denbigh  Ruthin  Llanrwst  Llangernyw  Drudion  Totals 


Number  of 
cases  conveyed 


Total  Mileage 


Number  of 
Ambulances  per 

station  1 

Whether 
manned  by 
voluntary  o r 
by  full-time 
personnel  Both 


2,640  2,424  114  1,986 

and 
450  by 
Voluntary 
Ambulance 

31,264  28,830  3,608  24,830 

and 

7,781  by 
Voluntary 
Ambulance 


Both  Voluntary  Full-time 


86  7,700 

3,737  100,050 


1 6 


Voluntary 


Sitting  Case  Cars — Taxis. 

No.  of  Journeys  No.  of  Cases  Total  Mileage 

1,408  4,164  69,391 

Mental  Health  Service 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


Orthopaedic  Clinics 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane,  Denbigh,  on  the 
first  and  third  Wednesday  morning  in  each  month.  Surgeons  from 
Gobowen  Orthopaedic  Hospital  attend  this  clinic  once  every  two 
months. 

Some  patients  from  the  Borough  attend  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic 
held  weekly  at  a Rhyl  Hospital. 
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Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 


These  Clinics  are  held  at  hospitals  in  Llandudno,  Wrexham, 
Chester,  Bangor  and  St.  Asaph. 

School  Ophthalmic  Clinics 

Sessions  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane,  Denbigh,  by 
appointment. 

Some  children  from  the  Borough  attend  Ophthalmic  Clinics  held 
at  Denbigh  and  St.  Asaph  Hospitals. 

Child  Guidance  Clinics 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows : 

At  Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays. 

At  Gatefield  Clinic,  Kings  Mills  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays 
and  by  appointment  on  Fridays. 

Family  Planning  Clinics 
Clinics  are  held  as  follows : 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Mondays  between  2.30 
and  3.30  p.m. 

At  No.  1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays  between  2 
and  4.30  p.m. 

Chest  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Infirmary,  Denbigh,  on  Wednesday 
morning  by  appointment. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 

This  clinic  is  held  every  Wednesday  afternoon  at  the  Clinic, 
Middle  Lane,  Denbigh,  and  is  well  attended  as  can  be  seen  from  the 


following  attendance  figures : 

Under  1 year 

Total 

1st  Visits  re-Visits 

1-2  years 

2-5  years 

Visits 

139  1,322 

349 

476 

2,286 

The  above  figures  include  babies  from  Aled  and  Ruthin  Rural 
Districts. 

Welfare  Foods  are  available  during  the  clinic  sessions  and  on 
Friday  afternoons.  There  is  also  a depot  at  Henllan  where  Welfare 
Foods  may  be  obtained. 


Dental  Clinics 

Clinics  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  Middle  Lane,  Denbigh,  as  and  when 
necessary  for  the  examination  and  treatment  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  toddlers. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  during  the  year  was  as  follows : 


Number  examined  6 

Number  requiring  treatment  ...  6 

Number  treated  6 

Number  completed  treatment  *1 


Nursing  Services 

The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  nursing  staff 
serving  the  district. 

Health  Visitors 

Miss  S.  C.  Evans  1 The  Clinic, 

Miss  O.  M.  Hobson  > Middle  Lane, 

Miss  E.  Morus-Jones  J Denbigh.  Tel. : Denbigh  289. 

Miss  E.  Morus-Jones  commenced  duties  in  June,  1960. 

Miss  Evans,  Miss  Hobson  and  Miss  Morus-Jones  also  cover  parts 
of  Aled  and  Ruthin  Rural  Districts. 

Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 

Miss  M.  Thomas,  21  Severn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay. 

Miss  Thomas  also  covers  die  Western  half  of  die  County. 

District  Nurses 

'Nurse  M.  Jones,  Annedd  Wen,  Nantglyn,  Denbigh.  Tel.:  Nantglvn 
225. 

Nurse  Randles,  73  Vale  Street,  Denbigh.  Tel.  Denbigh  212. 

Nurse  M.  Williams,  Min-y-Coed,  Rhewl,  Ruthin.  Tel  Ruthin  254. 
Nurse  A.  Davies,  The  Nook,  Chapel  Street,  Trefnant,  Denbigh. 
Tel. : Trefnant  217. 

Although  three  of  the  District  Nurses  reside  outside  the  Borough, 
they  attend  cases  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  town. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

The  number  of  domestic  helps  employed  in  the  Borough  during 
the  year  was  11. 

The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  was  as 


follows : 

Maternity  1 

Chronic  Sick  and  Aged  20 

Others  4 

Total  • 25 


These  figures  were  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 
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